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enterprise came to nothing, and the third Regent, CHAR
the Earl of Mar, having likewise died on the ^^^
28th October 1572, not without suspicion of being 1573-
poisoned, the Earl of Morton at length undertook
the government of Scotland in the name of James
vi., who was still in his minority. Supported by
Elizabeth, Morton succeeded in finally breaking the
power of the small party that still continued to
bear arms in the name of Mary, and at whose head
William Maitland and Kirkaldy of Grange sought'
through many years to atone for the guilt of having
so largely contributed to the Queen's fall. Thomas
Buchanan, during his stay in Copenhagen, learned
that a main reason why Bothwell was not sur-
rendered by Denmark was to be found in the atten-
tion with which the Danes followed party strife in
his country, but this strife was at last at an end,
after the Earl of Morton, supported by an English
detachment under Sir William Drury, was able on
the 25th April 1573 to begin the siege of Edin-
burgh Castle, and the brave garrison of which, or
the so-called " Castilians," were forced on the 20th
May following to surrender at discretion. Whether
in this or in other events the moving causes for the
severer treatment to which Bothwell was now sub-
jected are to be sought for, the fact of the change
itself is at all events undoubted. " The King of
Denmark," so concludes Dancay, on the 28th June
1573, a letter from Copenhagen to Charles ix.,
" has hitherto treated the Earl of Bothwell very
well, but a few days ago he put him in a much
;]               worse and closer prison."1 Where this prison lay

1 Le Roy de Dannemark auoit     tenu le Conte de Baudouel.   Mais
jusqnes a present assez Men entre-     depuis pen  de jours il  Fa faict